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VASBINCTON <AP) — THE BIDOB OF MAftTIN LOTHElpKING JB« SAID TODAY 

• _ _ 

that the FAMIIY OF tHE SLAM CIBIL siGBTS lEADETis'sEEklijC ‘-L'-L 
;■ SEPARATIONS FBOW THE COYEBNWENT FOB FBI ATTEMPTS TO DISCREDIT EMC* 

L COBETTA SCOTT EMC TOLD THI .SEMATE JUDICIABY .OOMMlTTia’ THAT 
r**THR0UGH A PBIBATE ATTORNEY, BE HAfE EXPLORED THE POSSIBILITY OF 
‘ KPARATIONS TO flWH FAMILY. •• 

MRS. XING SAID, HOVEBEB, SHE HAS CHOSEN NOT TO "PRESS CHARGES OR 
' FILE SUIT" AGAINST THE COYERNMENT BECAUSE SHE FELT SUCB A COURT CASE 
: BOULD NOT BE **PART OF THE THEORY OF NQN-BIOLENCE. AND v 

f reconciliation.•• ' 

I LATER, MRS. KING TOLD REPORTERS THAT ANT nWEljnKf BOULD BE , 

I OBTAINED AS REPARATIONS FOR FBI HARASSMENT 'OF ttia BOULD BE USED AS 
'MDOBHENTS to the HARTM LUTHER KMC JR. FOUNDATnN FOR SOCIAL CBA46E 

J SOBEBER, SHE DECLINED TO DIVULGE BOB MUCH MONEY 
- OR DISCUSS OTHER DETAILS OF THE NEGOTIATIONS. ; • ^ liOV 0 1979 

7 . ASKED HOB ATTORNEY GENERAL BMJAMM CITILETTI COU h »- ARRAN C E -gBO« A 

PAYMENT OF GOVERNMENT FUNDS M THE ABSENCE OF A COURT SUn, MRS. KING 
i RESPttJDED, ••IF HE^S CREATIVE, X THINK BE COULD DO THAT.**\ ' . 
r SUCH A PAYMMT APPARENTLY BOULD REQUIRE AN ACT OF C(MGR£SS« V 
|V JUSTICE DEPARTMENT AND FBI OFFICIALS HAD NO IMMEDIATE COMMENT. .. 
i' government F^lis AND STATEMENTS BY .mMER FBI , . . 

[v vPlCliALS, THE BUREAU CONWCTED A SECRET CAMPAIGN INTENDED TO , ' U 


DISCM DIT KMG DORIMC THE iSCOs. 
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^GINNING W JAVUAST 1964, THE FBI BUGGED HOTEL ROOMS WERE KING 
HAS stating, tapes IMPLICATING-KING IN APPARENT EXTRAMARITAL SE;^AL 
ACTIfITT here made AFAILABLE TO REPORTERS, MEMBERS OF CONGRESS iWD 
THEN-president LTNDON B. JOHNSON. A PACKAGE BF THE TAPES HAS ALSO 


mM*p AMnkiVymicTV va moc. vym#* 

•«*...* mi wiv • AW nAny* 


MRS. king told THE JUDICIART COMMITTEE THAT A PROPOSED FBI CHARTER 
I SETTING GUIDELINES ON THE BUREAU’S ACTITITIES SHOULD INCLUDE •’STRONG 
' aWL REMEDIES” TO CITI2EHS HARMED BT FBI ABUSES. ^ 

:■ V”THE FBI BAS,"IN THE PAST," CROSSLT MISUSED ITS MHE^” MRS. nNG 
SAID. ’’MARTIN LUTHER XING JR. HAS THE TARGET OF THE MOST INTENSE 
EFFORT TO SUPPRESS POLITICAL BELIEFS AND FREE EXPRESSION THAT HAS 
EFEH DIRECTED AGAINST ANT AMERICAN.•• 

MRS. KING SAID THE FBI SUBJECTED KING AND OTHER BLACK LEADERS TO 
’’LONG bard tears OF HARDSHIP AND SUFFERING...SIMPLT BECAUSE THET 
here COURAGEOUS ENOUGH TO STAND UP FOR EQUALITT AND JUSTICE. ••• 

”TOU SHOULD REMEMBER THAT EFEN THE MOST FUND/^NTAL RULES «F 
HUMAN DECENCT CAN BE FIOLATED. THIS HAS BEEN CLE^LT DEMONSTRATED BT 
THE FBX#*® * 


If 

I' 




■ ■ ■ . • , ' ■' -V ^ ^ ^ ■ -A 

referring TO THE FBI’S CMfPAICN AGAINST .EINC|\SHEyDDE|>$^THm^^^^^^^^ 


j HAfE BEEN tMkCXS PARTICULARLT HHERE MT CHILDREN AB ; 4f 

|. CONCERNED....THIS IS A FERT DIFFICULT ^ING FOR MT CHILDREN.'^* 

|r . SHE ALSO BLENDED HER LATE ihiSBAND AS A ’’MORAL LEADER, A fERT 
» TCCEMT man. and a Vf!PY Crf^fLLrMT TATNrp Aun ttii SR am n. • * euv AnnrT%« ttr 

If^THINK BISTORT HILL fINDiCATE MARTIN LUTHER EINC JR.’/, r ■ 

’ THE JUDICIART COMMITTEE IS CONSIDERING A PROPOSED FBI CHARTER THAT 
ITS SPONSORS CLAIM HOULD DEFINE AND LIMIT THE AUTBORITT OF THE FBI SO 
AS TO ENABLE IT TO INFESTICATE CRIME hMILE PRESERFING INDIFIDUAL 
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By Timothy S. Robinson 

\Vr-htnElf>n Post Staff 'Writer 

A fciteial judge yesterday orciored [ 
..be FBI to file with Iho National ar- i 
fchiios all of its tapes and documents I 
growing out of buggings and wiretaps * 
of sb»in civil rights leader Martin Lu- 
IhcrKingjJr. 

“Tlie^materials cannot be made pub- 
jjp fnr at icast 50 yesrs, exc 0 pt by ' 
court order, according to the ruling. 

U. S. District Court Judge Jolin 
Lewis Smith Jr. issued the order in 
dismissing two civil suits filed against 
the FBI by Bernard S. Lee, a former 

tCinrt ATirf .QrvitfHom 

U^:>l.'^Vn J llr til' AVI««^, MAJU V*t*^ W V« I A* 

Christian Leadership Conference, 
which King headed until his assassina¬ 
tion in April, 1968. 

The suits sought money damages 
from the FBI for the bugeins. They 
ieped the FBI secretly reeoroeii 
Klng’.s conversations in a Willard Ho| 
tol room here in 1963 and sent a copy 
of the tape to Mrs. King, as well as 
bugging other conversations. 

In addition, the suits claimed copies 
of those recordings and others were 
played for members of the news me-. 
dia as part of an attempt to discredit 1 
King. I 

Judge Smith dismissed the suit bc-| 
ecus? they were not filed within the 
tUree-vear statute of limitations. 
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The last reported bugging had oc¬ 
curred- in 1953, and Smith said numer-1 
ous newspancTs had carried reoorts] 
about the buggings beginning early 

iU^ ellit HAt fllrH 

Hit; iiwAU oMiu w 

until after the Senate Select Commit¬ 
tee on Intelligence made its official 
report on the incidents in 1975. 

The Senate committee found that 
the FBI had installed 15 bugs in 
trtnn’c Vinfr>1 »-anmc nnri that one lane 

4^VAJtS AJWk..* *%..W«**fc* %---%• —---w -- 4 - 

recording was mailed to King shortly 
before he received the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 1S54. Accompanying the tape 
was a letter saying, “Your end is ap 
proaching ... you are finished." 

King’s associates interpreted the . 
message a.s an effort to induce the * 
civil rights leader to commit suicide. 

Attorneys for Lee and the SCLC 
'said in court papers that they did not 
file the suit earlier based on the news- 
I paper reports because "in all candor,, 
iwho would have believed In those pre-* 
Watergate days, the nation’s gangbus- 
ters would have been Involved in the 
kind of nonsense alleged here?” 

Smith’s order impounding the FBI 
records of the King buggings specifi¬ 
cally Includes all tapes, transcripts 
J and logs concerning any such surveil¬ 
lances of King in Atlanta, New York 
or any hotels, or motels in which he 
stayed between 1963 and 1968, 

The FBI must provide the Judge an 
inventory of the materials within 90 
day.s and provide the material to the 
National Archives in that time. 
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rMKMPJIIS, Juno 15 (AP) 
~Fi\c Justice Ot'j>nrtrncnt 
altunicys '.ave ; (.•0|)i?;u:u"^iue 
Kpl’s Uitlicr Kinr: 

Jo. fiJcs ill j^Ioiiiphi.s, cnlcr* 
Ing another phrise ot' their 
^renewed inquiry into tlie 
oivil rights icadcr's murder, 
iThc latest invesLicialion 
I'qlo the killing of King be* 


Efiig Oise 

hocn, 35 . head of 1 ho justice 
Department's On ice of r^ro- 
fes^ion.i) JtcsjionsnvPiiv. 

Shahecn said .Alonday that 
♦ho Inquiry will bo 
oxh.'mstive." ocvoritiq cir- 
cnm.'tances of (he ly-jj juur- 
dcr as King stood on a rrio- 
<oJ b'llcOny in Memphis, var¬ 
ious murder conrihracy the¬ 
ories and the i'JU’s harass- 
nient of King and later in- 


M€ 0 ’ 3 eiied.' 
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C'vontvviH clior’lc c’Vfry 
King file in ali 5!) Kill field 
cifice ill iiie country. 
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. meni of King and later 

pan seven weeks ago ot the ' vesiieation of his death. r 

request of a Senate eomniit- James KarJ ]{ay. the con- I 
toe headed by Prank Clnireh ''H-teil kiiltr oi King, is scnv-. 
(I>Idaho). '/ . sentence at the 

♦'We plan to spend se^•el•aI . ' ^-'’shvifle. 

ntoiiths looking at the case was coerccd^Yitr pTonllin^ 
from every angle and In' dihlt.v to the King slaying 
light of whai appear.s to he ^ been seeking a new 

the [PBI’s! 15- or IG-vear, ^ 

hal^s.smcnt of King, as dis- • ^haneen said he and his 
cliijcd by the Chuieh cont- team will spend about three 
Jnillcc,” said ilic.hael Sha- - in ' Memphis and. 
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-^reFBl o 
T^uhle 
Dealing 

While the late J. Edgar Hoover was 
directing agents of his Federal Bu¬ 
reau of Investigation to smear and 
ruin private citizens he didn't like, he 
was being deluded within his ow n 
headqu arter s, we now learn, by dCi- 
ceitf ul repprtsjroni.assisiantsj^o ap¬ 
parently told the director what he 
wanted to hear. 

. Not only was Hoover dangerously 
misusing the federal police powers, 
was be ing fed false and obsequious in- 
formation on to b ase h is repre-_^_ 
BensibI6'acliir''.T“ " 

“That'double danger surfaced last 



The ttjritcr is editor and presi¬ 
dent of the St. Petersburg Tivies 
from which this article is reprinted. 


week when a staff study was released 
on the Senate investigation into FBI 
spying on American citizens in Hoo¬ 
ver’s time. 

The study contained a memo from 
Willi am Sull ivan. HoovdPs tn 

Hoover. %is writer has personal 
knowledge that the Information.Sulli-., 
his superior was fals^ 

Suliivan told Hoover in 1965" that 
the -late Atlanta Constitution pub¬ 
lisher Ralph McGill said and did cer¬ 
tain dishonorable things which I 
know he did not say or do. 

My office, as editor of The Constitu¬ 
tion at that time, adjoined McGill’s. As 
close personal friends and profes¬ 
sional runntntr u/a tBlIroH ro. 

peatedly every day, lunched together, 
shared our problems and sought each 
other’s advice. We were inseparable, 
in almost constant contact, and dur¬ 
ing our 12 years together 1 never 
knew him to tell me an untruth or de¬ 
ceive me on his thinking. 

Nothing disturbed us more during 
that stressful time of Southern deseg¬ 
regation than our separate discover¬ 
ies, which we immediately shaied, 
that FBI agents were spying on the 
personal life of Dr. Martin Luther. 
Kin^^r. Our knowledge was first¬ 
hand. Agents of the Atlanta FBI bu¬ 
reau visited us in our offices and al¬ 
leged'they had proof of Dr. King’s in- 
..volypiTient in extra-martial affairs. In 
my case an agent, on two separate vis¬ 
its,insisted strenuously that I assign a 


.reporter and photographer to catch 
Dr. King and bis companion at an air¬ 
port where an FBI “informant” 
(meaning bug) said he was going to 
board a plane at the coming weekend. 
When 1 tried to explain we did not 
publish a peephole journal, and told 
the agent a person’s private life is not 
news, be hotly criticized Tlie Constitu¬ 
tion for supporting Dr. King’s public 
leadership and blinding its readers to 
his private “immorality.” Other 
Southern newspapers received simi¬ 
lar visits and to the press's credit not 
one printed the FBI's smears to Dr. 
King’s lifetime. 

McGill and I were astonished and 
^outraged that our friends in the FBI 
Atlanta bureau had been assigned, ob¬ 
viously by Hoover, to such a dirty 
business as character assassination, 
and by these sleazy means. 

Ralph McGill could muster a tower¬ 
ing anger and I never saw him mad¬ 
der. His first impulse was to get word 
to Dr. King so he could protect him¬ 
self. He picked up the telephone to 

r\fice iA Fit* ITinaV 

father but 1 dissuaded him from up¬ 
setting Dr. King Sr. by spreading the 
FBI’s smear around the family. 

He spoke of getting in touch instead 
with Atty. Gen. Robert Kennedy to let 
him know what the FBI was op to. I 
don’t know if he reached Kennedy 
personally. I personally told this story 
to John Doar, one of Kennedy’s assist¬ 
ants, and was appalled when 1 got no 
reaction from him, !>ot even an indica¬ 
tion he had heard what 1 said (and we 
were speaking face to face). I realized 
then that Hoover either was beyond 
Kennedy’s control, or else Kennedy 
knew what Hoover was doing. McGill 
and 1 traded disappointed exclama¬ 
tions over this. ——— 

Thereafter McGill’s columns sup¬ 
ported Dr. King’s leadership of the 

.V. l_i J 
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I The FBI aiic 

SAN FRANCISCO—I read with interest 
I Associate Editor Bill Shipp’s Sunday column 
1 May 9 on "The Rubber-Hosing of the FBli’ 
However, it is regrettable that he failed to 
mention the three prime movers of the 
Atlanta civic- l?anquct honoring the late 
Martin Luther King-after he was awarded 
the Nobel Peace Prize. Coca-Cola’s Robert 
Woodruff was a late and reluctant starter. 

1 he three men most responsible for the 
banquet were former Mayor Ivan Allen, the 
late Archbishop Paul J. Hallinan, and the 
late Rabbi Jacob Rothschild, They were the 
original organizers who went ahead with the 
banquet planning, despite pressures from 
the FBI. 

Several weeks before the banquet, as 
editor of The Georgia Bulletin, I was visited 
by a bureau agent concerning alleged extra • 
marital sexual activities by Dr. King. I was 
urged not to let the Archdiocesan newspaper 

« l)e parly to the sponsoring of the banquet. 
One quote of the FBI agent stood out; 

“The Church .should be very careful 
about honoring such a man. for you will 
only regret it when all the facts come out." 

I told the agent that he would have to 
come up with more than an innuendo, and 
refused to drop the sponsorship. 

Several days later, the agent visited the 
Archbishop, who was seriously ill in St. Jo- 
|<^oph’s Hospital. I saw the Archbishop after 
■the visit, and he was very upset at the FBI 
ftactics. He told me he had refused the FBI 
suggestion that he back out as a prime spon¬ 
sor of the banquet. And to show his support 
for Dr. King, he left his sick-bed to attend 
the banquet. 

Contrary to w’hat Mr. Shipp says, the 
bove information cannot be found in "old 
ewspaper clippings.’’ 

GERARD E. SHERRY 
Editor-Manager 
-- The Monitor 
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Sweet Lies Soothe Hoover 


EDITOR'S NOTE: Eugene Patierson k 
president and editor of The St. Pelersbuh 
Times, where this column originally 
pearei. He was editor of The Atlanta Con- 
slitution I960'1965. 

While the late J. Edgar Hoover was di* 

{ reeling agents of liis Federal Bureau of 
Investigation to smear and ruin private citi¬ 
zens he didn't like, he y.. . 

was being deluded 
within his own liead- P' ■ 

quarters, we now learn, I " 
by deceitful repoi'ts | 
from assistants who 
apparently told the I ' 

director w^hat he E ■ 


apparently told the 1 ' 

director what he 1 -<^.1■ 
wanted to hear. ^ 

Not only was 
Hoover dangerously 
misusing the federal 
police powers, he was 
being fed false and obsequious information 
on which to base his reprehensible acts. 

1 That double danger surfaced last week 

( when a staff study was released on the Sen¬ 
ate investigation into FBI spying on Ameri¬ 
can citizens in Hoover’s time. if 

The study contained a memo from Wil-j 
liam Sullivan, Hoover’s deputy, to Hoover/ 
This writer has personal knowledge that the 
information Sullivan fed his superior was 
false. 

Sullivan told Hoover in 196E> that the 
late Atlanta Constitution publisher Ralph 
McGill said and did certain dishonorable 
things which I know’ he did not say or do. 

My office, as editor of The Constitution 
at that lime, adjoined McGill’s. As close 
personal friends and professional running 
mates we talked repeatedly every day, 
lunched together, shared our problems and 
sought each other’s advice. We were in¬ 
separable, in almost constant contact, and 
during our 12 years together I never knew 
him to tell me an untruth or deceive me on 
his thinking. 

Nothing distnrbi'd its more dining that 
stressful lime of Soul horn dosogiogalioii 

( than our separate discoveries, discoverios, 
which we immodatcly shared, that FBI 
agents were spying .on the personal life of 
.Dr. M^lin. JLuther JKing .Ir. Our knowledge 
I was firsthand. Agents of the Atlanta FBI bu¬ 
reau visited us in our offices and alleged 
they had proof of Dr. King’s involvement in 
extra-marital affairs. In my case an agent, 
on two separate visits, insisted strenuously 
(hat I assign a reporter and photographer to 
I catch Dr. King and bis companion at an ait- 
I port where an FBI “informant” (mcanirc 
bugl .said he board a plane tHe 

^'i4ng/!(‘yi0eild.(^^ to explain w 


did not publish a peephole journal, and told 

i the agent a person’s private life is not news,! 
he hotly criticized The Constitution for sup¬ 
porting Dr. King’s public leadership and! 
blinding its readers to his private “immoral-* 
ity." Other Southern newspapers received 
.similar visits and to the pre.ss’ credit not 
I me printed the FBI’s smears in Dr. King’s 
lifetime. 

McGill and I were astonished and out- 
f raged that our friends in the FBI Atlanta 
bureau had been assigned, obviously by 
Hoover, to such a dirty business as charac¬ 
ter assassination, and by these sleazy 
means. 

Ralph McGill could muster a lowering 
anger and I never saw’ him madder. His 
first impluse was to gel word to Dr. King so 
he could protect himself. He picked up the 
telephone to pass the information to Dr. 
King’s father but I dissuaded him from 
upsetting Dr. King Sr. by spreading the 
11 FBI’s smear around tho family. 


*if he reached Kennedy personally. I persoM 

ally told this story to John Doar, one o 
I Kennedy’s assistants, and was appallet 
when I got no reaction from him, not ever i 
an indication he had heard what I said (and 
we were speaking face to face). I realized 
then that Hoover either was beyond Kenn^ 
dy’s control, or else Kennedy knew wha 
Hoover was doing. McGill and I tradei 
disappointed exclamations over this. 

Thereafter McGill’s columns supportec ‘ 
Dr. King’s leadership of the civil rights . 
movement more strongly than ever. 

f But Sullivan’s memo to Hoover claimed 
that McGill was so shocked by the FBI’s 
information on Dr. King’s private life that 
he stated he would use his influence to get 
Dr. King out of the leadership of the civil 
rights movement! That must have been 
music to Hoover’s ears, encouraging, him to 
press on with his bug.s and (ap.s on Dr, 
King's licdroom. The problem is. it ju-st w.is- 
tn’t so. McGill’s shock was directed at tltc 
IKRI. and his support went to Dr. King. 

’have been the last man in the world to 
desert King in these circumstances. 

Worse, Sullivan’s memo went on to re-' . 
gale Hoover with the notion that McGill 
would attempt to block an Atlanta banquet 
scheduled to honor Dr. King after he won 
the Nobel Prize, McGill would work through 
a banker friend to get the business com-jf 
imunily to withdraw its support for the banJ 
quet, Hoover was told by Sullivan. I 

That fabrication is a laugher for one 
who was there, as I was. There wasn’t any 
pusiness community support. 
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The fact is that McGill was the only 
' white business or professional leader in 
Atlanta who stepped forward to co-sponsor, 
the banquet, in conjunction with a Catholic 
J bishop and a Jewish rabbi, while the bank¬ 
ers and businessmen of that city ran for 
cover. In conversations with me McGilr 
alternately raged and laughed at the specta- ' 
cle of Atlanta’s white establishment being | 
too timid or too segregated to even send . 
second vice presidents to the banquet honor- ' 
ing a black Nobel Prize winner. 

While Hoover enjoyed Sullivan-inspired 
visions of the great liberal newspaper pub- ; 
Hslier warning an eager business establish- : 
men! away from the King banquet, I 
watched McGill work his way around the ' 
boycotting businessmen to the holders of ' 
real power in Atlanta, whom he persuaded ! 
to bring their influence and pressure to bear * 
on the bankers to support the King banquet. | 
At a very late hour the banquet was saved ! 
from being a lonely gathering of black peo¬ 
ple and a few white humanists by an inpour¬ 
ing of second vice presidents, and even 
some firsts, because the wwd had been 
passed from on high as a result of McGill’s 
single-handed exertions. 

I had thought the finest irony of that 
banquet was the praise Time magazine later 
lavished on Atlanta because the white estab¬ 
lishment had honored a black son, the kind 
of national publicity that brought a boom to 
that once sleepy town. 

But now the Senate investigating staff, 
has disclosed the true irony; Hoover thought 
McGill was trying to sabotage the banquet, I 
because his agents had told him so. ! 

The implication speaks for itself. An 
I autocratic FBI director, armed with the 
public’s trust and secure from a cowed Con¬ 
gress, could misuse his power to stalk and 
smear any American citizen of his choosing 
including you or me. And probably because 
he wanted only good news, he got demon¬ 
strably false intelligence upon which to base 
his whims. Frightening? 

Consider the footnote; The agent who 
failed to persuade me to smear Dr. King in 
. The Atlanta Constitution got a hai^h Hoover 
I letter and an overnight transfer to a distant 
I .city not long after he failed to come up wife 
I clippings that would have pleased Hoover. I 
' saw the letter. It said the agent was bein f 
punished for being six pounds overweight > 
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More 
Double 
Dealing __ 

While the late J. Edgar Hoover was 
directing agents of bis Federal Bu¬ 
reau of Investigation to smear and 
ruin private citizens he didn’t like, he 
was being deluded within his own 
headquarters, we now learn, by de¬ 
ceitful reports from assistants who ap¬ 
parently told the director what he 
wanted to hear. 

Not only was Hoover dangerously 
misusing the federal police powers, he 
was being fed false and obsequious in¬ 
formation on which to base his repre - 
hensible acts. 

That double danger surfaced last 


The writer is editor and presi¬ 
dent of the St. Petersburg Times 
from which this article is reprinted. 




vveek when a staff study w’as released 
on the Senate investigation into FBI 
spying on American citizens in Hoo¬ 
ve’s lime. 

The study contained a memo from 
William Sullivan. Hoover’s deputy, to 
Hoover. This writer has personal 
knowledge that the information Sulli¬ 
van fed his superior was false. 

Sullivan told Hoover In 1965 that 
the, late Atlanta Constitution pub- • 
Usher Ralph McGill said and did cer¬ 
tain ■ dishonorable things w hich 1 
know he did not say or do. 

My office, as editor of The Constitu- . 
tion at that time, adjoined McGill’s. As 
close personal friends and profes¬ 
sional running mates we talked re¬ 
peatedly every day, lunched together, 
shared our problems and sought each 
other’s advice. We were inseparable, 
in almost constant contact, and dur¬ 
ing our 12 years together I never 
knew him to tell me an u ntruth or de¬ 
ceive me on his thinking. 

Nothing disturbed us more during 
that stressful lime of Southern deseg¬ 
regation than our separate discover¬ 
ies, which we imm^lately shared, 
at FBI agents w’ere spying on the 
personal life of Dr. Ma rtin Luthe r 
King Jr. Our kno^e3ge~was firsT^ 

\ hanaTAgenls of the Atlanta FBI bu- 
\ reau visited us in our offices and al- 
V*' le^ they had proof of Dr. King’s In- 
VQlvcment in extra-martial affairs. In 
y my case an agent, on two separate vls- 
) !t^insisted strenuously that I as.sign a' 


i)i. King and his companion at a* t- 
port where an FBI “infon, 
(meaning bug) said he was going to 
board a plane at the coining weekend. 
"When 1 tried to explain we did not 
publish a peephole journal, and told 
the agent a person’s private life is not 
news, he hotly criticized The Constitu¬ 
tion for supporting Dr. King’s public 
leadership and blinding its readers to 
his private “immorality.” Other 
Southern newspapers received simi¬ 
lar visits and to the press’s credit not 
one printed the FBI’s smears to Dr. 
King’s lifetime. 

__ McGill and I were astonished and 
outraged that our friends in the FBI 
Atlanta bureau had been assigned, ob¬ 
viously by Hoover, to such a dirty 
business as character assassination, 
and by these sleazy means. ^ 

Ralph McGill could muster’a towoF- 
Ing anger and I never saw him mad¬ 
der. His first impulse was to get word 
to Dr. King so he could protect him¬ 
self. He picked up the telephone to 
pass the information to Dr. King's 
bther but 1 dissuaded him from up¬ 
setting Dr. King Sr. by spreading the 
FBI’s smear around the family. 

He spoke of getting in touch Instead 
with Atty. Gen. Robert Kennedy to let 
him know what the FBI was up to. I 
don’t know If he reached Kennedy 
personally. I personally told this story 
to John Doar, one of Kennedy's assist¬ 
ants, and was appalled when 1 got no 
reaction from him, not even an indica¬ 
tion he had heard what I said (and we 
were speaking face to face). I realized 
then that Hoover either was beyond 
Kennedy’s control, or else Kennedy 
knew what Hoover was doing. McGUl 
and I traded disappointed exclama¬ 
tions over this. 

Tliereafler. McGill’s columns—suf?- 
ported Dr. King’s leadership of the 
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civil rights movement more strongij=— 
than ever. - 

But Sullivan’s memo to Hoover 
claimed that McGill was so shocked by 
the FBI’s information on Dr. King’s 
private life that he stated he would 
use his influence to get Dr. King out 
of the leadership of the civil rights 
movement! Tl.at must have been mu¬ 
sic to Hoover’s ears, encouraging him 
to press on with bis bugs and taps, on 
Dr. King’s bedroom. The problem is, it 
just wasn’t so. McGill’s shock was di¬ 
rected at the FBI, and his support 
went to Dr. King. He’d have been the 
last man in the world to desert King 
in these circumstances. 

Worse, Sullivan’s memo went on to ^ 
regale Hoover with the notion that' 
McGill would attempt to block an At¬ 
lanta banquet scheduled to honor Dr. 
Kin" after he won the Nobel Prize, 
McGill would work through a banker 
friend to get the business community 
to withdraw its support for the ban- 
qu«, Hoover was told by Sullivan. 

That fabrication is a laugher for one 
who was there, as I was. There wasn’t 
any business community support. 

- The fact is that McGill was the only 
white business or professional leader 
in Atlanta who stepped forward to co¬ 
sponsor the banquet, in conjunction 
with a Catholic bishop and a Jewish 
rabbi, while the bankers and business: 
men of that city ran for cover. In con-' 
versations with me McGill alternately 
raged and laughed at the spectacle of 
Atlanta’s white establishment being 
loo timid or too segregationist to even 
send second vice presidents to the 
banquet hemoring a black Nobel Prize 
winner. \ 

While Hopver enjoyed Sullivan-In¬ 
spired visions of the great liberal 
newspaper publisher warning an ea¬ 
ger business establishment, away 
from the King banquet, ] watched 


By Mac Nelly Tor Uie Rlclunond News Ijeader 

^Gill work his way around the boy¬ 
cotting businessmen to the holders of 
real power in Atlanta, w-hom he per¬ 
suaded to bring their influence and 
pre.ssure to bear on the bankers to 
support the King banquet. At a very 
late hour the banquet was saved from 
being a lonely gathering of black peo¬ 
ple and a few white humanists by an_ 
inpouring of second vlkJe presidents, 
and even some firsts, because the 
word had been passed from on high as 
a result of McGUl^^-^h^e-handed ex¬ 
ertions. 

I had thought the finest irony of 
that banquet was the praise Time 
magazine later lavished on Atlanta be¬ 
cause the white establishment had ho¬ 
nored a black son, the kind of national 
publicity that brought a boom to that 
once sleepy town. 

But now the Senate investigating 
staff has disclosed the true irony. Hoo¬ 
ver thought McGill was trying to sabo¬ 
tage the banquet, because his agents 
had told him so. 

The implication speaks for Itself. An 
autocratic FBI director, armed with 
the public’s trust and secure from a 
cowed Congress, could misuse his 
power to stalk and smear any Ameri¬ 
can citizen of his choosing including 
you or me. And probably because he 
wanted only good news, he got de¬ 
monstrably false intelligence upon 
which to base his wh h ns: Fii ghten- 
ing? 

Consider the footnote: The agent 
who failed to persuade me to smear 
Dr. King in The Atlanta Constitution 
got a harsh Hoover letter and an over¬ 
night transfer to a distant city not 
long after he failed to come up with 
clippings that would have pleased 
Hoover. I saw the letter. It said the 
agent was being punished for being^ , 
six pounds overweight 
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IRS Gave FBI Names of 



cret SCLC 


By aAUDIA TOWNSEND 

Consfitut'Oi WdShitiglori Bureau 

I WASfllNGTON - When the FB 
fcas looking for ways to undermine tW 
civil rights work oi Dr. Martin Luther 
Kiog^Jr.. the Internal Revenue Service 
(IRS) helped out by revealing the names 
of people who had contributed secretly 
to King's Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC), according to a Sen¬ 
ate staff report released Tuesday. 

The IRS had the names because the 
SCLC is a tax-exempt organiration re¬ 
quired by law to file a list of its contrib¬ 
utors. But the list is a confidential one. 
so that persons may contribute to SCLC 
or similar organizations without making 
their support public. 

I Giving the FBI access to the names 
of donors to SCLC and other organiza- 
|ions “has threatened both the inlcgritv 

•f the tax system and the constitution; 1 
bghts of the contributors,” the Sena p 
intelligence Committee staff report 
charges. 

“The identity of members of organ¬ 
izations such as the SCLC is privileged 
to protect members in their right to 
freedom of association,”, the committee 
staffers wrote. 

3 The FBI’s plans to use the list of 
names in efforts to disrupt SCLC “con¬ 
stitute a direct attack on the very inter¬ 
est which the right to anonymity pro¬ 
tects,” according to the report The 
bureau's plans were “a purpose for 
|uhicb the FBI could not have obtained a 
list of-SCLC contributors from any 
rourt” 

According to the Intelligence ComJ 
uttee, the FBI obtained from the IRSi 
UU available information” about botJu 


it: 





King and the SCLC in 1964. On April , 
1964, the Atlanta field office suggesteii 
lin a memo to FBI headquarters ij 
‘Washington that the SCLC donor list bl 
used in a plan to disrupt future contribu¬ 
tions to the organization, 
f What the FBI should do, the Atlanta 
office suggested, was to forge letters 
from King to each of the donors, warn¬ 
ing the donors that the IRS was investi¬ 
gating SCLC's tax records and reassur¬ 
ing each one that his contribution was 
properly reported according to tax law 
requirements. 

“It is believed such a letter of this 
tyT^e from SCLC (to the donors) may 
cause considerable concern and elimi- 
jnate future contributions," the FBI 
memo stated. , 

U FBI officials in Washington rejected 
jtbe suggestion as "'not appearing desira- 

|blc and-or lea.sible for direct action byj 
the bureau this time.” 

However, the committee report 
jstates, the fact that the FBI didn't go 
through with the plan “does not affect 
I the basic point that FBI headquarters 
furnished the tax information, including 
the list of contributors, to the local of¬ 
fice in order to enable the local office to 
. devise disruptive action.” 

I The report says FBI policy as 
applied in other similar cases “makes it 
clear that the suggestion was not re¬ 
jected because of concern for the legal¬ 
ity of using the contributor list” for the 
purpose of disrupting the organization. 

Committee research into the FBI 
ictivities has turned up other instances 
which the FBI attempted to use finan¬ 
cial information to discredit King or 
imper his activities. 
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Tlie bureau in 1964 reviewed five December, 1965, that investigation was 
vears’ worth of tax returns for King, the described by Hoover as “the most 
SCLS, and the Gandhi Society (a group .important presently pending” portion of 
iMhat the FBI said “augmented” SCLC's J f the FBI's activities against King. 

fundraising activities). Shortly after that, however, the 

I FBI agents also obtained a promise investigation was dropped when the 
from IRS to scrutinize King’s then-cur- .original source of the rumor told the 
rent' returns “very carefully to deter- • 1FBI that the existence of the bank ac-^ 
mine whether any violations appear.” count “was merely a wild conclusion” 
I In 19()5, the FBI launched an inves- Fifth District Rep. Andrew Young 
ligation aimed at proving that King held Jold the committee that contributions to 
large amounts of money in a numbered IlsCLC were “chilled” by the FBI’s alle- 
Swiss bank account. That plan was con- gations about the bank account. 

.ccived during a golf game, when an “There were direct attempts at 
I acquaintance of the FBI supervisor of some of our larger contributors who told 
the King case mentioned that he’d heard us that they had been told by agents that 
King had a million-dollar bank account Martin had a Swiss bank account, or 
iverseas. i that Martin had confiscated some of the 

I With the approval of former FBli nonies from the march on Washington 
iirector J. Edgar Hoover, a search fori dr his personal use. None of that was 
>hat bank account w’as undertaken. Byi true,” Young testified. 
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Washington — “Evcrvbody di( 

it" is no excuse for wrongdoing, bu 
the rhurch committee reports demor 


^ stratc . conclu- i 

sively that the V 

seeds of Water- W ' 
gate were n 1*1 

planted and nour- I . 

ished in two 

Democratic ? 4| j 

administrations. 

Using the Sen- 

ale committee’s ^ 

findings, let us ' 

observe a trio of l / 

Attorneys \ ^ ^ 

General at their individual moments 
of truth. 

Nicholas Katzehbach and the bug¬ 
ging of hotel rooms of Martin Luther 
King. The unlawful harassment df Dr. 
King was the worst abuse of federal 


. / V 

^y / ' 


power against an individual in our 
history; Atty. Gen, Kalzenhach knew 
about it, was warned about it, had the 
power to stop it — but looked the 
other way. 


It was Ben Bradlee. then head (t 
Newsweek’s Washington Bureau, wh* 
— to his credit — alerted Katzenbaefi 
to the way FBI officials were ped¬ 
dling salacious King tapes to newsmen 
in 1964. In his moment of truth, the 
Atty. Gen. response was “clearly 
inadequate.” concludes the committee. 


Hal Go/fiver's column will resume 
shortly. 


In fact, he pcrmillod the official wire¬ 
tapping of Dr. King to go on for four 
montlis after ree.'iving the warning of 
a smear c.ampaign using unofllcial 
“bugs." 

When Kalzenbach’s complicity In 
the bugging of I)r. King was first sug¬ 
gested in this space a year aea, he ex¬ 
ploded with a letter using ^ the libel 
code words. / a 

But Church committe^counsel cor ■ 
fronted him wB^'^ocumentar ^ 
evidence that h?hainformed < [ 


evidence that h^ad'^eeb informed 
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the placement of microphones in Dr.^^ 
Kings suites. Three FBI memos say¬ 
ing so bore Katzenbach’s handwritten 
initials, and there was a handwritten^ 
note from him — dated and filed in^ 
sequence with a bugging notification 
— telling Director Hoover “Obviously 
these are particularly delicate surveil¬ 
lances and we should be very cau¬ 
tious. ...” 

Katzenbach’s reaction to this evi¬ 
dence was to insist he couldn’t 
remember what his note was refer¬ 
ring to — maybe it was some other 
surveillance that day. Nor could he 
remember initialing any of the bug¬ 
ging notifications, but — under oath 
- he added artfully; “If they are my 
initials and if I put them on, then I 
am clearly mistaken ..." 

The Church committee report on 
Dr. King (written with admirable 
evenhandedness by Old Kennedy Hand 
Michael Epstein) permits the clear 
conclusion that (a) the wireUpping of 
Dr. King was originally Robe^ 
Kennedy’s idea, not J. Edgar Hoov 
er’s, and tb) me sysiemauc program 
of snoop and smear could probablv 
not have taken place without the 
sometime tacit, sometimes explicit . 
toleration of Nicholas Katzenbach. 

2. Ramsey Clark and the Doar Plan 
to spy on dissidents. Under heat from 
the Johnson White House to crack 
down on black power groups and New 
Left peaceniks, Atty. Gen. Clark told 
his henchman. John Doar, to come up 
with a plan to bring the full power of 
government to bare on gathering 
intelligence about dissenters. 

The Doar Plan - forming the 
“interdivision information unit,” de¬ 
scribed last year in this column - 
was submitted, urging that agencies 
as disparate as the Narcotics Bureau, 
the poverty program, the IRS and the 
Post Office IVpartment be tapped to 
“funnel Informal Ion" Inlo a cotupuler 
that .a laUT Clark study said would 
creaU* a “ina.ster Index on individuals, 
or organizations.” 

Clark, in llial moment of truth In 
1967, approved the Doar Plan, spawn¬ 
ing the infamous IDIU, which — in 
'the Church committee’s words —was 
the focal point of a massive domestii; 
intelligence apparatus . . . resulting 
I in excessive collection of inlormatiot 
about law-abiding citizens.” __ 
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3. John Mitchell and the Huston 
f’lan. Thanks to the fine work of imj< 
ipeachment counsel John Doar, wd 
fcave been treated to many lenglhyl 
penuncialions of this proposal of a) 
young man in the Nixon “White House'^ 
to combat dissidents with illegal 
“black bajg jobs,” mail openings and 
evesdroppings. It turns out that in 
making bis scandalous suggestions, 
Tom Huston was not aware tliat most 
of them were already standard oper¬ 
ating procedure for intelligence agen¬ 
cies under Presidents Kennedy and 
Johnson. 

In his moment of truth, in the face 
of W'hite House pressure urging him to 
approve the Huston Plan, what did 
Atty. Gen. Mitchell do? Writes the 
Church committee; “CIA Director 
Helms shortly thereafter indicated his 
support for the plan to the Atty. Gen., 
telling him 'we had put our backs into 
this exercise.’ Nonetheless, Mitchell 
advised the President to withdraw his 
approval. Huston was told to rescind 
his memorandum ...” 

These three moments are not cited 
to suggest Attorneys General Katzen- 
bach and Clark were devils and 
Mitchell was a saint. But they might 
be remembered in reviewing what 
each of the trio is doing today; 

Katzenbach, making no apology for 
his role in the King case is taking 
down $300,000 per year in pay and 
benefits as IBM's general counsel. 
Clark, posing as a civil libertarian, is 
a candidate for the Democratic nomi¬ 
nation for senator from the state of 
New’ York. Mitchell, acquitted at one 
ipolitical show trial and convicted at 
another, has seen his career ruined 
and now faces jail. 

Equal justice under lavf? 
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mr. i^elley'^^ontrUiep- 


jN SOME COUNTRIES, new regimes cast off oW 
i idols by pulling their statues down. The other day 
SrT&it»ector*Clarence M. Kelley made a speech thaT 
ad about the same effect. In a lecture at Westmins* 
T College in Fulton, Missouri, Mr. Kelley sharply re- 
udialed the “almost superhuman” image of the FBI 
uring J. Edgar Hoover’s 48-year reign. The bureau, 
ir. Kelley said, became revered as “an invincible 
II ce for good against the forces of evil;” Mr. Hoover 
imself “was considered integrity and efficiency per- 








life 


r said, made the bureau immune from scrutiny and 
•rpetuated activities which ‘‘were clearly wrong 
ad quite indefensi ble”—anj for which Mr. Kelley 

)Ologized. ^ ^ ..._^ 

The director’s candor and contrition sounded a 
re, refreshing note. Unfortunately, its public im* 
ct has been somewhat blurred because, in a kind of 
>lyphony, the Senate intelligence commiltee has 
on releasing supplemental reports disclosing still 
.re details of past FBI misdeeds. One report docu- 
mts FBI agents’ covert efforts to foment violent 
ufrontations among black nationalist groups. An- 
her study sets out at chilling length Mr. Hoover’s 
:ier vendetta against Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
t another dimension of that disgusting case has 
n described by Eugene C. Patterson in a St. Pe- 
sburg Times column which we reprint today. This 
istrates how Mr. Hoover’s lieutenants not only 
nt alone with his amoral attacks on Dr. Kine. hut 
• indulged the director by telling him what they 
•light he wanted to hear—even if their reports 
re lies. 

!i condemning such conduct. Mr. Kelley also re- 

/Y rva ^ t tri # f i f «j-k 

\ 4 V^ 4 l 4 atlW 0 4 VAI,UU 1'3 C 4 i&U ' 

te-buildmg that governed the FBI for so long, 
lie attributing much of this to Mr. Hoover’s formi- 
!e skill and self-perpetuating power, Mr. Kelley 

I notpd riohtlv FKa Vnirf»aii*c iinff>iirF-*-inr—- 

lion had been bolstered by friends in Congress 
the press. He might have pushed this point fur- 
. for it is clear by now that many other public of- 
ils—including some with far more regard for civil 

..ii..!._At- _ _ •_A 

t iica —uin mny wiciaieu luc rx>is excesses, oui 

H times themselves sanctioned activities that 
Tly overstepped the boundaries of law and pro- 
ty, rationalizing their tacit (or perhaps even ex- 
tt) approval on grounds of national security^ 

’ acknowledging these human frailties, Mr. Kel* 

• .as underscored the importance of rebuilding the 
on solid grounds of law and accountability, 

■r than the dangerous base of personality. Consi- 
i; ile progress has already been made. Attorney 
ral Edward H. Levi has subjected the bureau to 
nprecedented amount of Justice Department ov- 
I ht, and the new guidelines on domestic intelUg- 
operations—while not a substitute for a new law 
"• a substantial gain. "_ i 
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While not welcoming all of this, Mr. Kelley has ac- 
cepted it in a way that Mr. Hoover never did. At the 
same lime, he has been moving cautiously—too cau¬ 
tiously, many believe—in an attempt to overhaul the 

hllrir^A^II Wlthmif Hitkcfr/xtfinn 

vj UA5 ivo vtaiAia^CU lliUIAJt? ur 

provoking an all-out batt e with the old-timers in its 
ranks. His Westminster r ?marks suggest that he has 
now decided to put more distance between himself 
and the factions remaining from Mr. Hoover's days. 
That is encouraging, for the FBI can only regain its 
proper strength and public respect by recognizing 
that, like every other human institution, it is 
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/VtrsrKing Grixitalj 
Of FBI Study Plan 

ATLANTA (Af) _ Dr. 

Martin Lulhet' King JPs 
investigation 
of the Fjl by its parent 
agency, the Justice Depart¬ 
ment, is ridiculous and sug¬ 
gests the inquiry be han¬ 
dled by an "independent 
commission." 

"It is an absurdity to pro¬ 
pose as Atty. Gen. (Ed- 
ward) Levi has. that grave 
offenses against the rights 
of individuals and of the na- 
tmn itself, can be dealt 
with by having the Depart 
ment of Justice, which in 
eludes the FBI, investigat 
itself." Coretta King sai 
yesterday "What is needeu 
IS a high-level, independent 
commission empowered 
and Vsprepared to investi¬ 
gate, make hard judgments 
and recommendations, in¬ 
cluding punishments of 
wrong-doers at any level of 
involvement." 

Mrs. King commented 
a^ftrer new disclosures of 
FBI campaigns against her 
*dt husband made Wednes¬ 
day by the Senate inlelJi- 
?ence committee. She SMd 
•he would not comment 4i* 
rectly on the report until 
she reads it. i . 
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^ pureau Also Weighed 'Piani 
\Ao Harass His Widow, j 
Senate Study Reports j 


hotel rooms and harassing him. jvjos^ cointelpro tactjc.s dc-{ 
move was the anonymoo^. ^rrihjd in the report, such psj 
letter, already publicized, that mailing anonymous letters 
suggested that Dr. King cornmit, cusing spouses of infidelity ’or 
suicide or face disclosure of an ^ encouraging warfare between! 
'extra marital affair. ; rival groups, have been pie-! 

*• But today's ^ report also m-l viously reported. | 

eluded new disclosures about , report quoted internal! 

the smear carnpaign that tot* Department documents) 

lowed Dr. King s death. r-J saying that cointelpro activi-1 
When Congress have violated the civil| 

sidering declaring his bjrthoay,. j.jgh ^5 )a^s—as well as Federal' 
a national holiday, it said, the 3 gajr, 5 t fraud and ex* j 
F.B.I.’s crime records division jortion 

/'recommended briefing Con- Ajthou.se F B I. witnesses tes-' 
/bressmert who might keep the . 1 - - 1 

$111 bottled .up in committee if tjfieh that cointelpro had been. 


. • 

ilthouse F.B.I. witnessds tes-’ 


‘■'i' ;^1U bottled.up in committee if tifiel that cointelpro had seen. 

•V WASHINGTON, May 5 (UPO ^‘they realize King was a scoun- jnte ided to protect tlie nat’bnai 
/—The Federal Bureau of security and prevent violence, 

f'-tigation tried^o .smear the Dr.{ ctingress has yet to vote on tjie leport said, 

' *'Martin Luther tine. Jr even af- birthday bill. ■ - pressed major premise 

•.'ir'' ■ k w The report al.so said the F.B.I. cointelpro is .that the bureau 

v^ler his death, trcdting him field office proposed in ,g ^ole in maintaining the 

:,^|nuch like a Soviet agent, andj J 969 a' "counterintel- existing social order and com- 

a plan to harass his widow i ligence operation” against Dr. baling those who threaten that 
well, the stall of the Senate King’s memory and his widow, p^der.” ' ' " . 

Select Committee and Intel- It said it did not know details example, the report| 

1 i ,■ ' of the plan or whether it had «],mpd F.B I. memos showing 

hgence Activities reported to-j carried out. but quoted a;fbat two students who partici- 

; bureau memorandum as Saying' jn a free-speech demon- 

“The F.B.I.’s attempts to dis- that the program might be used stf-aijon were made cointelpro 
z' 7:redit Dr. King did not end with ; i'.'in the event the bureau is in-, ^ because of their "oh^i' 
\ his death" by murder in 1968, dined to entertain counterintcl.' j^*^j^,^regard for decency *nd 

Vhe suff .aiO in one of n series iKfa^nVof Ihe coS / 

Of final reports on What It calls projection of the public * 

the agency "secret war" /imaee of Martin Luther King," 


of final reports on what it calls j-pi 
the agency "secret war" 
/-■"against American citizens. r’'. 
The staff also said, however, R 


vintage 


ge of Martin Luther King." 
Black Panthers Affected . 


The staff also said, now ever, n ^ 

It had found no evidence that ^ (AP)-— 

k u.A headquarters' approved 

the bureau had been myoKed f 

in Dr, Kings murderp A Justice disrupt and dis-j 

Department group is investigat-Credit American organizations 
ing that matter separately, Kanging from the Black Pan* 
But the report, prepared by | thers to Antioch College, ac- 
Ihe intelligence panel’s investi- ^ oozing to the report released 
gative staff and not signed by , Vay on the bureaus Comte!*, 
committee members, said that 


under J. Edgar Hoover, the, 
F.B.I. pursued a "vicious ven¬ 
detta” against Dr. King from 


oro program. ' . 1 

' The report, by the staff of 
the Senate Intelligence commit¬ 
tee. said that many of the ac- 


aeiia aEdiiiai 1-7—- , . r. 1- 

1963 until sonieUme after his . tions approved m the 15 years 
death, trying to discredit his ending in 1971 * may have vio* 
memory and to stop Congress latcd specific criminal sta-| 
from making his birthday a na- tutes, * while involved 

tional holiday. nsk.of serious bodily injury or| 


described she overall campaign wan of th^nlelligence commU- 
aeainst Dr King and thousands tee, coupled release of the re- 
of Sr suspected radicals as port with a renewed call for 
"a rough tough, dirty business creation of a Congressional pa- 


and dangerous.” 

"No holds were barred. 


nel to oversee intelligence oper¬ 
ations and for a special prose- 


// '.) 
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The Washington Post--— 
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Daily News (New York) 
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The Los Angeles Times- 


"No holds were oarren i^ir, invcMigate possible 

llullivan te.stiiied at commiiirc ‘ , »rnn« nvainst offi- 


hearings, "We have used (simi¬ 
lar] techniques again.sl f^ovict 
agents. We did not differen¬ 
tiate. This is a rough, tough 
business,” ^ , 


criminal cbsrge.s uRainst offi-j 
cial.s involved in Intelligence! 
abuses. ’ .1 

The 77-pagc report outlined* 
lilointelpro, oi counter intel-j 


yv:. /-/; /p- 

NO t^R ECOR D 

MAY )7 i'.r/b 




'Sing, eonelunions .hel i;6cn« ..n*/™. 


eo;;.mr«e.'%erpubii.hcd 

l?o^e'?f,.??rside;t ■D?.‘Ki„g! wi.b .he Communist Pa«y| 


Hoover nau con., 

toreeior dissent in America ; 

Communist Leak Sougnt bureau's use of "dangcr- 


said he 
ageiTri to*'pro 


agetrti ic 
comm uni 


munist Leak Sought bureau's use of "dangcr- 

i he directed his\^is, degrading or blatantly un- 
O^pfoVp^Dr^ing was constitutional techniques ^ 
istHnUyen®^ by tap- pears to have become les^e- 
®cphones. bugging hisjstraincd with each subsequent 
r\. prosratn.*' the rcoort 
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--Justice Says FBI Harassed^ 
But Did ISot Kill Dr^ King 

In response to inquiries from the news media 
regarding th^ Civil Rights Division’s review of the 
Martin Luther King files, Attorney General Edward H. 
Levi today issued the following statement: 

“I have directed the Office of Professional 
Responsibility, headed by Michael Shaheen, to com¬ 
plete a review of all records in the Department of 
Justice concerning the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. The Civil Rights Division, under the personal 
direction of Assistant Attorney General J. Stanley 
Pottinger, completed on April 9 a five-month 
preliminary review of files at FBI headquarters. 

“As a result of this preliminary review, the Civil 
Rights Division has recommended that the review be 
carried forward to completion with an additional 
examination of records at FBI headquarters and field 
offices. U is believed that more than 200,000 documents 
may be involved.” 

On the basis of this preliminary review. Assistant 
Attorney General Pottinger stated that his tentative 
conclusions were (1) there was no basis to believe that 
the FBI in any way caused the death of Dr, King, (2) no 
evidence was discovered that the FBI investigation of 
the assassination of Dr. King was not thorough and 
honest, and (3) instances were found indicating that 
the FBI undertook a systematic program of 
harassment of Dr. King in order to discredit him and 
harm both him and the movement he led. 

Mr. Pottinger pointed out that the Civil Rights 
Division has been continuously investigating' 
allegations concerning the assassination of Dr. King as 
these allegations come to the attention of the Depart- 
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RIGHTS LEADER'S WIFE INCLUDED 


FBI's Plots Against King Told 


y WASHINGTON (API 4 
'.One year after the assas-\ 
^in'a^toh of Dj. M arlin Lii-\ 
;jllier.,Kin^ JrTi^THe KBi 
-was siill hafchinp plots to 
^defame the civil rights 
'leader and his widow, a 
Senate probe shows. 

.^The FBI’s Atlanta bu¬ 
reau drafted a plan in 
.April 1969 and forwarded 
it to headquarters in 
Washington “in the event 
“the bureau is inclined to 
entertain counterintelli- 
g e n c e action against 
jCoretta Scott King and- 
br the continuous projec¬ 
tion of the public image of 
Martin Luther King.” ac¬ 
cording to FBI documents 
cited by the Senate intelli¬ 
gence committee. 

THE LATE FBI Direc^ 
tor J. Edgar Hoovert 
rejected the plan, saying! 
'in a reply memo, “Thc^ 
bureau does not deshe 
counterintelligence action 
^against Corelta King of 
the nature you suggest at 
this time.” 

But Hoover apparently 
approved an FBI plan to 
try to convince Congress 
not to declare King’s 
birthday, Jan. 15, a na¬ 
tional holiday. An FBI , 
memo of March 18. 1969, 
recommended briefing 
key congressmen to make 
sure “they realize King 
was a scoundrel.” Hoover 
and a top aide replied the 
briefing must be handled 
“very cautiously.” 

■ The Senate panel, which. 
Issued a lengthy repj^rl 
last week on 
f i n t € 11 i gence-gat 
5 k. agencies, issued f ^ 
Jpage supplement^'"re- 
iport yesterday in what U 



campaign ‘To completely 
discredit King as the lead^ 

|er of the Negro people.” 

I THE REPORT does no^ 
indicale if the briefing 
was held. Congress has 
yet to vole on a bill to 
establish the holiday 
honoring King. 

The committee first re¬ 
vealed last November in 
public hearings details of 
tlie FBI's secret cam¬ 
paign to harass and dis¬ 
credit King, who .was 
slain in Memphi.s April 4, 
1968.^ 

Jt apparently began in 
ei*ly 1^12, whne Hoover 
wrote on a memo, “King 
is no good.” In October 
1962 the FBI began an 
investignlion of alleged 
Communist influence in 
King's Souihern Chrisliaii 
Leadci'iship Conference. I 

The Senate report saiA 
:he FBI suspected, but 
never proved, two King 
associates once belonged 
io Hie Communist party. 
At no time did the FBI 
“have any evidence Dr. 
King himself was a 
Communist,” it added, 

HIGH OFFICIALS in 
the Kennedy and Johnson 
administrations must 
share the blame for the 
FBI’s campaign to de¬ 
stroy King, the report 
said. 

Although there was no 
evidence that anyone out¬ 
side the FBI approved the 
smear campaign, it said, 
“the cvidenc'e reveals a 
disturbing altitude of i 
unconcern by responsible, 
officials and a failure on j 

I thpir njii*} makp flnnrfw 


The report found; 

• Atty, Gen. Robert F.], 
Kennedy approved m 
writing in October T%3 
The placing of wiretaps in 
King’s home and offices. 
Three months later, the 
first of 15 bugs was in¬ 
stalled in King’s hotel 
room without Kennedy’s 
knowledge. But Kennedy 
got a summary of infor¬ 
mation from the taps. 

• Atty. Gen. Nicholas 
DeB. katzenbach and 
A.;st. Atty. Gen. Burke 
Marshall told President 
f Jo h n s 0 n the FBI had \ 

offered to play tape 
recordings of the bugs to 
S'eporters. 

• Johnson press secre¬ 
tary Bill Moyers approved. 

\ sending FBI reports con- 
j taining derogatory person- 
lal information alxiut King 
Mo other government agen¬ 
cies. 
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High aides tied to Dr. King plof 
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Ass(tcfa(ed Press 

’ WASHINGTON - High , ,. 
officials in the Kenned 


play the tape recordings 
for Joiinson aide Waller 


and Johnson administra 
tions must s^are the 
blame for the Federal Bu¬ 
reau ot Investigation’s 
campaign to destroy Dr. 
Mailin_lAitlier King, a 
Senate intelli^nce com¬ 
mittee staff report said 
Wednesday. 

It said there was m> 
evidence that anyone out¬ 
side the FBI approved the 
campaign against King, 
u t it concluded that 
I’offidals responsible for 
^ipervising the FBI re- 
?ived indications ttiat 
well an effort ,. . might 
be taking place and failed 
to take adequate steps to 
prevent it" 

The report said evi¬ 
dence showed that: 

— Attorney General 
Robert P. Kennedy was 
given a summary of infor¬ 
mation obtained from 
bugs placed in King’s 
hotel rooms; 

— Attorney General 
Nicholas Katzenbach and 
Assistant Atlomey Gener¬ 
al Burke Marshall told 
.Prcsid«it Johnson the 
FBI had offered to play 
tape recordings to 
^reporters. 

—’The FBI offered to 



— Johnson aide Bill 
/Moyers approved sending 
FBI reports containing 
derogatory personal infori 
matron about King to 
other government 

agencies. . 

‘“The evidence reveals a 
disturbing attitude of 
unconcern by responsible 
officials and a failure on 
their part to make appro¬ 
priate corrective meas* 
ures,” the report said. 

One FBI memo quoted 
in the report stated-Ibat 
Jenkins had su 
leaking the hotel' 
tapes to the press. How¬ 
ever, the report added 
that in a sworn Interview 
“Jenkins expressly^ 
denied’’ making such a' 
suggestion. 

IT h e lOS-page study 
which contained few new 
disclosures concerning the 
bureau’s self-described 
campaign “to completely 
di.scredit King as the lead¬ 
er of the Negro people," 
was released as a supple¬ 
mentary volume to the 
intelligence panel's final 
report made public last 
week. 

A total of 13 supplement 
t a r y volumes will 
released “in order tha 


the American public may* 
fully know the extent of 
the crimes” committed byf 
U.S. intelligence agencies,! 
Chairman Frank ChurchJ 
D-Idaho, said. 
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--J-FK, lBJ aides'^ 
plofied againsf 
King, sfudy says 

WASIfINGTON (AP) — High officials In 
* (he Kennedy and Johnson administrations 
I nnist ':'iare the blame for the FEU’s cam¬ 
paign to destroy Dr. Martin Luther King, a . 
Sonnie intelligence commillee"Slaff report 
said yesterday. 

It said there was no evidence that 
Aan' one outside thd FBI approved the cam- 
''paipii against King, but it concluded that 
’■nflicials responsible for supervising the 
tl-'BI rccf^ived indications that such an effort 
. might be taking place and failed to 
take adequate steps to prevent it.” 

The report said evidence showed that: 

• Atty. Gen. Robert F. Kennedy was 
given a summary of information obtained 
fiom btigs placed In King’s hotel rooms; 

« Atty. Gem Nicholas DeB. Katzenbach 
f and Asst. Atty. Gen. Burke ’Marshall told 
( ITesidcnt Johnson that the FBI had offered 
to play tape recordings of the bugs to 
reporters; - , 

I • The FBI offered to play the t<»pe 
recordings for Johnson aide Walter Jenkins; 

_aiKl ^ ^ 

• Johnson aide Bill Moyers approved 
^.sending FBI reports containing derogatory 

personal information about King to other 
government agencies. 

•‘The evidence reveals a disturbing at¬ 
titude of unconcern by responsible officials ; 
anl a failure on their part to make ap- 
prooriate corrective measures,” the report 
said. ^ 

\ ONE FBT memo quoted In the report 
• stated that Jenkins had suggested leaking 
fh'’ hotel room tapes to the press. However, 
the rcDort added that in a sworn Interview 
“Jenkins expressly denied” making such a 
sjg"'_siion. 

The 10:}'pfige study, which contained few 
new disclosuies concerning the bureau’s 
p^lf-dO'f'iibed campaign ‘‘to completely 
disrredit King as the leader of the Negro 
people,” was released as a supplementary 
va!i!r>? to the intelligence panel’s final 
report made public last week. 

A total of 13 supplementary volumes will 
be released “in order that the American 
pi)''!:" may fully kntnv the extent of the 
rrimes” committed by U.S. intelligence 
nooncirs, chairman Frank Church (D- 
IdahoL ‘aid. 

fllUBCIf made clear that release of the 
. vo'umcs was intended to bolster the case of 

senators calling for creation of a new con-*- 

rrcs^ji onal panel to monitor intelligence 

ag<‘ncics^_ 
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JLjiin report suggested that the FBI attack 
aruinst King was motivated both by a 
suspicion that Communists were serving as 

T leader and by 

diicr^or J. Edgar Hoover’s personal feeling 
th;i. King v’ns "no good." ® 

The staff said, they had found no 
eviuen-e that any of King’s advisers "at- 
empfed to exploit the civil rights move- 
nienf to carry out the plans of ^e.Com- 
muni.st Party." f, 

October, 1963. 
approved in writing the 
n in King’s home and 

Offices Of the 

fn Leadership Conference 

in order to determine the extent of "Com- 
_influence in the racial situation ,," 

three MONTHS l^ter the first of 15 
bugs was installed in King’s hotel room 

* he ’reVrE""'’'*'”’ according to 

Dr, King 
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j By Robert Gnienbeig 
0/ our B'nshmgton Bureau 

) WASHINGTON - The FBI 
»tried to use John Cardinal 
■:lody of Chicago and Francis 
j Cardinal Spellman of New 
j York to discredit the Rev. Dr. 
••'laiti n Lu thejryinj Jr., ic- 
Lo ding to ihe Senate Seh ct 
jC( mmiltee on Intelligence. 

, The committee reported 

I Wednesday that in 1964 the 

II BZ sent an agent to try to 
persuade Cardinal Spellman to 
j varn Pope Paul VI that a 
{planned audience for Dr. King 
|v.ould be “embarrassing.” 

1 Cardinal Spellman, however, 
^^•efused to do the FBPs bid- 
Viing, and Dr. King in Sepleni- 
li^er of that year was granted a 
.'0-minute audience with the 
Pope, who agreed to make a 
public declaration against ra* 
cial injustice. 

I IN 1966, according to the 
\:ommitiee, the, FBI sent an 
pgent to try to convince Car- 
(dinal, Cody to help “neutral^c 
1 le effect” of Dr. King in C iF 
k ago, 

! The committee reported tjJat 
Cardinal Cody apparently wras 
briefed “about alleged Com¬ 
munist influence on Dr. King 
and about Dr. King’s private 
life.” 

According to the committee, 
an FBI internal memo states 
!hat the agent who brieletl Hie 
Chicago archhi.shop came 
nwny with Ihe feeling Ihal I or¬ 
dinal Cody would “do every¬ 
thing possible to neutralize 
King’s effect.” 

Cardinal Cody is con¬ 
valescing in Chicago's Colum¬ 
bus Hospital after April 25 
gallbladder surgery and 
couldn’t be ;reached directly 
for comment, but a spokesman 
fon the archdiocese quoted fhe I 
cardinal as saying the colm*. 


At the time of the alleaod 
hnefing Dr. King was active in 
the Chicago civil rights mo ce¬ 
ment. I 

THE APPROACHES to Car¬ 
dinals Cody and Spellman 
were part of a six-year cam¬ 
paign by the FBI to destory 
the reputation of Dr. King, ac¬ 
cording to the committee head¬ 
ed by Sen. Frank Church (D- 
Ida.). 

The campaign coniirued 

eve 1 after Dr. King w’as as- 
sa.^>lnaie<l m ibbs, me ( om- 

mii tec said. 

A year after the civil rights 


The volumes are destinc^ddo 
becime the reference works 
forlthe coming debate in I ke 
Ser^te over establishing an In¬ 
dependent intelligence over¬ 
sight committee — a proposal 
that already has met with 
stubborn ‘ opposition among 
some veteran lawmakers. 

“I find it hard to understand 
how anyone can read the de¬ 
tailed accounts of the vendetta 
(against Dr. King) and not ajv 

preciate the need for an indti 
pend ?nt congressional over- 

sighl committee,” said Set. 
Church. 

DURING A nine-hour confer- 


leader's death, the committee DURING A nine-hour confer- 
\ reported, the FBI considered y ence Dec. 23, 1963, in FBI 
but rejected a proposal by the headquarters here, 21 propos- 
1 Atlanta office of the -FBI to be- vvere suggested for dis- 
' gin a covert operation against crediting Dr. King, the report 
his widow. Coretta Scott King. said. 

•n.e nature of the proposed 

program agamst Mrs. hmg ••dis^nmiled" acquaint- 

wasn t disclosed to toe com- ’‘aggressive** newsmen, 

.1 “colored” FBI agents. Dr. 
Bui it was to serve ’ m the • housekeeper and even 

I event the bureau (l-Bl) is in- King’s wife, the report 
dined to entertain coun- ..ilj 


terintelligence action against 
(her) and-or the conlinu^is 
pibjeclion of the public ib- 
aj e” of the slain Negro leader, 
th e Atlanta office said. « 
iJ. Edgar Hoover rejected 


King’s housekeeper and even 
Dr^ King’s wife, the report 
sai j. 

'I here even was discussion cf 
“placing a good-looking female 
plant” in Dr. King’s office, ac¬ 
cording to an FBI work paper. 

Attempts also were made to 


the idea, saying “the bureau universities withhold hoii- 
does not desire counteriiuel- orary degrees, prevent 
ligencc action against Coretta cation of articles favorable to 
King of the nattire you suggest, ?.''*i^‘"i 


at this time.” 

THE QUOTAIION aitrilnil- 
\ Oil to I ho U»io l*ni «hief is 


viiluallv 


I sources “friendly” to the FBI 
* to publish damaging articles, 
the coinmiUee cas<' study said. 
The 'N'Xiveino personal vin- 


jca 

(A 


st.itement in his behalf in the yer’s attitude toward Dr. King 
103-pagc supplementary' study Worded as early as rfitS 
issued by tl\e committee a statement by the Z BI 
Wednesday to accompany its i “King is no goo i," 

monumental two volumes re- sf,ujy found, 
leased last week on the na- ^ ; 

^n’s domestic and foreign / (}. : 

/leJligence operations. 

iThe supplement is the »c- -q- 

orli of 13 such volumes of W w* 


p.-A.D.-Adm— 

Dfp.-A.D.'lnv.- 

ApsL. Dir.: 

Adm. Pf^rv. _ 

Ext. Affairs 
Fin & 

Gen. Inv. 

Ident. - /-- 

JnspcHinn 


Labniatory _ 
Legal Coun. _ 
Plan. & Eval 
Rec. Mgmt. _ 
Spec. Inv. — 

Training- 

Telephone Km. _ 

Director Scc’y _ 


(Indicate page, narr.e of 
newspaper, city and state.) 


only pusilive that marked Iloiv 





.Cll.iCAr ;0 DALl.V KI 






I 5..6-76 

Date: 

Eumoni, S-n.CVK 

1\0!)i;kT GRUICWBLIRG 

A u tnor; 

CIO..- U./'IXUtU.lR 

Title: 

GllIMi: IIGGOKDS 


Character: 


94-1199 


('Ifienl llcntlon; 


tiMl (t|||<*e; Gll ItiAi’.P 




/t±/i/i. _L'*- 

NOT BF.f'Om 

191 .... 9 J 


- 

)ED 1 


/r 


tall on the committee's scl 

ull 



in \\i» 




FBI Lal)elc(l King 
‘Communist’ in ’62 


By Gcoi ge Lardiier Jr. 

Wiislnnstoo Blalt Wri'n 


The FBI semcliy calcfior- 
ized the late M artin LuChs i:^. 
Kinyjx, as a “Communisl" 
months before it ever 
started invesligatinS him. 
the staff of the Senate intef- 
l'i;:encc committee reported 
yesterday. 

Chronicling what it <le- 
.^cribed as the TBl’s -vicious 
vendetta” against King, the 
102pagc study disclosed 
that the campaign to dis¬ 
credit him not only contin¬ 
ued after his death in 1968 
but also included a proposed 
scheme to harass his widow. 

The concerted undercover 
campaign against the slain 
civil rights leader was first 
laid out at a Senate intelli- 
glnce committee hearing 
hit November, 'but yestcr- 
diy’s report added stark de¬ 
tails. ' 


The Senate investigators, 
however, shied away from 
any firm conclusions on the 
touchy issue of whether the 
late Attorney General Rob¬ 
ert F. Kennedy was aware 
of the FBI’s repeated bug¬ 
ging of Kiivg's hotel room.s 
for information about his^ 
“private activities.” 

'Phe Staff report said there 
is no evidence that Kennedy 
was ever .•'expressly in¬ 
formed” of the microphones 
hidden in King’s hotel and 
motel rooms over a two-year 
period. However, a Dec. 15. 
liiGG. memo from the files of 
the FBI’s . Domestic Intelli¬ 
gence Division pointed out 
that Kennedy had been fur¬ 
nished in 1964 with a top se¬ 
cret. eight-page summaty of 
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Communist in ^62 

KING, From A1 

Dip fruits of electronic 
cavesdroppini? on King’s ac 
tivitics at the Willard Hotel 
in Vvashington, the Hilt on 
Hawaiian Village In Hono¬ 
lulu and the Hyatt House 
Jlotcl in Los Angeles. 

The wording of the top se¬ 
cret report to Kennedy, the 
196u FBI memo stated, was 
“couched in such a manner 
that it is obvious that a mi 
cTophonc was the source.” 

According to the study, 
the effort to destroy King 
was “marked by extreme 
personal vindictiveness,” es¬ 
pecially on the part of the 
late FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover. As early as Febru¬ 
ary, 1962, the report showed, 

Hoover, for reasons that are 
not entirely clear, jotted 
down on an FBI memo tha 
crossed his desk the conclu 
Sion that “King is no good.” 

Some three months later, 
in May. 1962, the FBI in¬ 
cluded King on a secret list 
—known as “Section A of 
the Reserve Index”—of indi¬ 
viduals who were to be 
rounded up and detained in 
the event of a national 
emergency. 

The bureau did not begin 
an investigation of alleged 
Communist influences on 
King or his Southern Cliris- 
liairLcadcrship Conference 
until October. 19C2. 

The so-callcd FBI “action 
incmoratulun)” pulling King 
nn the list of potential dclai 
jiocs stated that his name 
.should he “placed in Section 
A of the Reserve Index and 
tabbed Communist." Accoril- 
ing lo Senate investigaUus, 
the index itself had been 
vnQW’n Jig the “Communist 
Index” until 1960 when it 
was renamed and expanded 
to include “influcntiar per-, 
sons deemed likely to “aid 
subversive elements” in an 
emergency because of Ihcir 
“subversive associaJ.ions and 
ideology.” 
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lirr Senate committee rc^ 
port sluiwed, incluQoa aif^ 
thor Norman Mailer as well 
as “a professor who merely 
praised the Soviet Union to 
hi.s class.” 

Tlic subsequent FBI inves¬ 
tigations f)f King and the 
Leadership Conference soon 
escalated into a smear cam¬ 
paign that lasted for years, 
the staff study showed.^ 

In April. 1969. a year'after 
King’s assassination in 
IMcmphis, the FBI’s Atlanta 
bureau drafted a plan that it 
forwarded to Washington 
“in the event the bureau is 
inclined to entertain 
counter intelligence action 
against Coretta Scott King 
and/or the continuous pro¬ 
jection of the public^ image 
of Marlin Luther King . . ” 
Hoover turned the pro¬ 
posal down in a reply memo 
statin." simply that “the bu¬ 
reau docs not desire coun¬ 
terintelligence action 

against Coretta King of the 
nature you suggest at this 
time.” 

The FBI director, how¬ 
ever, apparently was more 
receptive to an effort to 
stop Congress from declar¬ 
ing King’s birthday a na¬ 
tional holiday. 

Alerted that members of 
the House Internal Security 
/•Vhn con* 

tacting the bureau for a 
briefing on King in light of 
the proposed holiday, the 
FBI’s Crime Records Divi¬ 
sion recommended such a 
rngg.Q,', |3Q/-aiisc^ 3 March 18, 
1989, memo stated, the mem¬ 
bers of Congress were in a 
position lo keep the bill bot¬ 
tled up if “they realize King 
was a scoundrel.” 

... . _I.:.... Tr...n>.Ar. nirin 

1 Op-VilllKIIIK llKi'vvi 

Ciirtha DcLoach. the Senate 
ropoii .said, advised that 
such a briefinu “is a tlolicnle 
matter but can be handled 
very caulioiisly.” Hoover, in 
Turn, wruttr* * 
must be handled very cau¬ 
tiously.” 

The report docs not indi¬ 
cate whether the briefings 
were held. Congress has yet 
to vole on a Martin Luther 

King birt'iruuj uifl. 
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The 'Tcporl on the KBI’s 
campaigiv-Hti.iur?!. King is 
one of 13 staff studies to be 
rerased this week and next 
ns’a windup of the Senate 
tom mi lice’s 1!5-month inves- 
ligation of (he domestic 
work of nation’s iiilclli- 
gcncc community. 


Chairman Frank Church 
(D ldaho) told reporters at a 
briefing this week that the 
detailed studies were being 
published to inform the pub¬ 
lic of “the extent of the 
crimes that took place” un¬ 
der the cloak of national se- 
turily and to encourage 
Congress to enact reforms. 


"Renewing his call for an 
independent special prosecu¬ 
tor to assess all the evidence 
compiled by the committee 
in various ca.scs. Church 
also emphasized his chagrin 
at the Justice Department’s 
inaction over the past year. 

Church acknowledged 
that prosoeulion of many in¬ 
cidents might be jarred be¬ 
cause of the five year stat¬ 
ute of limitation but he 
made plain his dissatisfac¬ 



tion with Attorney General 
Edward Istvrs “Standard 
comment that the Justice 
Department is still 
“investigating.” 

“Months ago. we began 
turning over material to the 
Justice Department.” 

Church protested. “I am 
only aware that up to now 
no indictments have been is¬ 
sued .. . and no criminal 
proceedings initiated by any 
agency against anybody." 

The FBI’s investigation of 
King and the SCLC began 
in October, 1962. as a so- 
called “Cominfil" inquiry. 
An acronym for Commu¬ 
nist infiltration, the label 
was used to describe investi¬ 
gations of legitimate non- 
Communist organizations 
that the FBI believed to be 
influenced by Communist 
Party members. The investi¬ 
gations were to determine 
the extent of alleged Com¬ 
munist influence. 

Senate investigators said 
the inquiry stemmed from 
allegations that first ap- j 
peared in an FBI report to 
Attorney General Kennedy \ 
on .Ian. 3, 1962. calling one I 
of King’s advisers “a mem¬ 
ber of the Communist 
Party." Within a few' 

.V months, the Senate study 
added, FBI reports were de¬ 
scribing another of King’s 
associates as a “member of 
the National Committee of 
the Connunist I’aiTy.” 

Although the names (*f ^ 
both men have been public 
knowledge for years, the 
study referred to the two 
men—Stanley Levison and- 
Jack O’Dell—only as 
“Advisor A” and- “Adviser 
B” rwpectively. O’DeH’s 
name was even deleted from 
footnotes and passages in 
the report, which cites past 
congressional public testi¬ 
mony an djr.tViT tpBpcr head¬ 
lines. 
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The Senate investigators 
saW'^thcy were “unafa l^p irL. 
re a g ^ a -rtfiiclusion concern- 
^ ing the accuracy of the 
f FBI's charges” about the 
I two advisers. The report 
noted FBI files ‘‘do contain 
information that Adviser A 
and Adviser B had been 
members of the Communist 
Party at some point” before 
October, 19C2, but not after¬ 
ward. 

The report added that the 
FBI refused to provide the 
committee with tlie basis for 
its charges on the grounds 
that to do so ‘‘would com¬ 
promise informants of con-, 
tinuing use to the bureau.” 

At the same time, there 
was no indication in the re¬ 
port that the Senate com¬ 
mittee staff secured the tes¬ 
timony of cither Levison or 
O’Dell in an effort to clarify 
the issue, Levison a semi-re¬ 
tired New York businessman 
and civic leader publicly 
stated in an interview with 
The Washington Post last 
December that he was the 
victim of ‘‘guilt by associa¬ 
tion”—compounded by alle¬ 
gations (jf an ex-business as¬ 
sociate who falsely named 
other persons as ‘‘secret 
Communists” in order to 
clear himself, 

More recently a top offi-'- 
cial of the Rev. Jesse L. 
Jackson’s Operation PUSH, 
O’Dell resigned from the 
SCLC in July, 1963, because 
of the furore. 

King accepted the resig¬ 
nation reluctantly and stat¬ 
ed at the same time in a 
letter to O’Dell that “we con¬ 
ducted what we felt to be a 
tlmrough inquiry into these 
charges and were unable to 
discover any present connec' 
;^ons with the ( Itkmmiinig f 
J*arTy<in your part7~~~''^ 


The Senate staff report 
emphasized that “in • any 
{.■teijt7”ffie FBI has "iTated 
that at no time did it have 
any evidence that Dr. King 
liiniself was a Communist or 
connected with the Commu¬ 
nist Party.” 

Yet instead of pursuing 
the alleged Communists 
themselves, the report 
noted, “the bureau adopted I 
the curious tactic of trying 1 
to discredit the supposed [ 
target of Communist Party ! 
interest—Dr. King himself.” 

The investigation turned 
rapidly into a smear cam¬ 
paign after the 1963 March' 
on Washington which estab¬ 
lished King at the head of 
the civil riglits movement. 
At a December, 1963, anti- ' 
King strategy meeting at 
FBI headquarters here, 
high-ranking officials dis¬ 
cussed a long list of propos¬ 
als, including “placing a 
good looking female plant in 
Dr. King’s office.”. 

Asked if this . were a 
common' practice, former 
FBI Assistant Director Wil¬ 
liam Sullivan, told the com- ' 
mittee in hitherto secret 
•testimony that it was. “No 
holds were barred,” he said. 
“This is a rough, tough 
business.” 

Spme two weeks after the 
^December strategy session, 
the first of at least 16 bugs 
was planted in King’s room 
at the Willard Hotel here, 
yielding 19 reds of tape. 

More than 20 reels more 
were obtained from Kinji's 
visits the next 
H ^ nolul tt^ h nd Los Angeles. - 


Assoc. Dir. - 

Dep. AD Adtn. 
Dep, AD Inv. 
Asst. Dir.: 

Admin. - 

Comp. Syst. — 
Ext. Afloirs _ 
Filos Com. 

Gen. Inv. - 

Ident. - 

Inspection - 

Intel!. _— 

Loboratory — 
Legal Court. . 
Plan. & Eva!. 

Spec. Inv. - 

Troining - 

Telephone Rm. 
Director Sec’y 


The Washington Post- 

Washington Star-News —- 
Daily News (New Ywk) - 
The New York Times — 
The Wall Street Journal - 
The National Observer ^ 
The Los Angeles Times 






\ ^ V ^4 







iWtUiov. 3-2r)'TU) 







A»&oc. Dtr. . .. 

Dep. AD Adm. _ 

Dep. AO lnv. — 
Axst. Dir.: 

Admin. - 

Comp. Syst, -- . 

Ext. Affoirs 

Oen. lov. __ 

Id«nt. -1’ 

Inspoction —j— 

Into 11_ 

Laborotory -- 

Legal Couo.- 

Plon. & Evol. — 

Roc. Mgnt. - 

Spec. lnv. - 

Troining- 

Tolophono Rm. — 
Director Soc'y - 





UP-053 ' 

(FED to / 

(.4DV FOR 6 P^^ FDT) O 

(Bv Dfi.MlEL Fo GILHORE) ^n cMrAT^ nr?. mP.T’^U LUTHER KIF.G 

u AQUT r’PTOV ni^I) -- THiL FBI TRIED iu bi.i-H.t .. . 

VJAbl'i i-wi'v ^ ^L r ^ — A rr-TT t’d^attkt i'TI* Miiru 1 IK^ A S0v xLi 

«5 F,5"/SS %-llMl ;.;s"Si*»55''K'fe“T«"E"s&ATE I,.IELUCE»CE 
COt'^ITTEE pPORpO^I^NESDAY. DID NOT END WITU HIS 

yf!iir?s i si,! 

:Al:iimiPisEr?aiE&^s,5SEi?-iiS^E5i,'S“" 

iSSEElicSlIEE TMI E,,JgT „oO»E, PIBSUED A 

BUT THE SAID THE FBi^bLD^.^ 19^;3 UNTIL SOtiE TIME AFTER HIS 

S?;u"i,ni"“,ilE«raii "'I_ 

i Mfedr:(? HIS BIRTHDAY A L^TTnUAL HOLinAV^-— — 




HBfRECORDKC 

46 max 17 


8 4 MM 181976 


WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE 


FBl/DOJ 






4/ 




t 




IT SAID WILLIAK SULLIVAi;, HOOVER'S 
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Tt is quite clear, as Attorney General Edward 
X H. Levi has recognized, that the questions aboilt 
the relationships between the FBI and the late ph 
Martin Luth^ King can be answered only by a fill 
investigation of FBI files across the country. Enough 
is already known from the files in Washington to 
raise substantial doubts about the legality of some of 
the operations the agency mounted against Dr. King. 
Th^real question, however, is whether the Depart* 
m^t of Justice has sufficiently straightened itself 
ouf under Mr. Levi’s direction to be able to win pub 
lie confidence in the integrity of an internal invest! 
gation. 

Wc are sympathetic to what Mr. Levi is attempting 
to do in keeping the investigation internal as distinct 
from naming a commission of prominent citizens to 
conduct it He has taken this opportunity to demon¬ 
strate his belief that the department has recovered 
fr^ its unsavory recent past. He may well be right. 
Bix whether he is right in thinking the public can bf/ 
penuaded to share that belief may depend not only 
m the quality of the investigation he has orderec| 

but also on the results it produces. In a perverse w ly, 
it seems likely that the more dirt the investigation 
uncovers, the more confidence it will generate in its 
own integrity. 

Mr. Levi could have chosen a far easier course by 
asking outsiders to survey the files and run the inves¬ 
tigation. And he—or his successor—may still have to 
do that if the internally generated report even seems 
’to have an unpersuasive ring to it by any reasonabfe 
test. The hard fact is that reputations, once lost, aJe 
jhard to restore. Moreover, Mr. Levi did not have » 
easy choice; it is w^orth keeping in mind that the 
country’s experience with commissions named to in¬ 
vestigate such situations has been far from satisfacto¬ 
ry. A good many people have never accepted the 
findings of the commission that investigated the as¬ 
sassination of President Kennedy, and there is no as- 
^rance that any new inquiry conducted from witlMn 
ihe Justice Department or from outside of it will be 
Ible to satisfy all those who are troubled about vL 
Vay the FBI treated Dr. King. ' 
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The FBI and Martin Lather King 


I T IS QUITE CLEAR, as Attorney Ueneral Edward 
H. Levi has^cognized, that the questions about 
the relations^);/ between the FBI and the late Dr. 
Martin Luther King can be answered only by a full 
investigation of FBI files across the country. Enough 
is already known from the files in Washington to 
/raise substantial doubts about the legality of some of 
' the operations the agency mounted against Dr. King. 
The real question, however, is whether the Depart¬ 
ment of Justice has sufficiently straightened itself 
out under Mr. Levi’s direction to be able to win pub¬ 
lic confidence in the integrity of an internal investi¬ 
gation. 

We are sympathetic to what Mr. Levi is attempting 
to do in keeping the investigation internal as distinct 
from naming a commission of prominent citizens to 
conduct it. He has taken this opportunity to demon¬ 
strate his belief that the department has recovered 
from its unsavory reecnl past. He may well be right. 
But whether he is right in thinking the public can be 
persuaded to share that belief may depend not only 
on the quality of the investigation he Jias, ordered, 


but also on the results it produces. In a per\ erse way, 
it seems likely that the more dirt the investigation 
uncovers, the more confidence it will generate in its 
own integrity. 

Mr. Levi could have chosen a far easier course by 
asking outsiders to survey the files and run I he inves¬ 
tigation. And he—or his successor—may still have to 
do that if the internally generated report even seems 
to have an unpersuasive ring to it by any reasonable 
test. The hard fact is that reputations, once lost, arc 
hard to restore. Moreover. Mr. Levi did not have an 
easy choice; it is worth keeping in mind that the 
country’s experience with commissions named to in¬ 
vestigate such situations has been far from satisfacto¬ 
ry. A good many people have never accepted the 
findings of the commission that investigated the as¬ 
sassination of President Kennedy, and there is no as 
sura nee that any new inquiry conducted from within 
the Justice Department or from outside of it will be 
. able to satisfy all those who are troubled about the, 
way the FBI treated Dr. King. i 
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.eviUrders F.B.l. Files on Dr. King 
■ « Rt-nnrlonina ni fnauirv 

IVt^C/lC W^C^W- in V* Jur * --1 ^ 


Ul: p ■ A U 

Dep. AD Inv. 
Asst. Dir.: 
Admin. _ 


Comp, Syst. . 
Eirt. AHoirs - 
Files & Com. 


vieri. inv. 
ld«nt. _ 


By JOHN M. CREWDSON QS'dS/o? whal 'me Uvi “’f, 

. ir.rn»:.>* Twii Tim« ^-'- c^f Trird "a systematic progrSTTrr^SS ___ ; 

Washington. Apm 29 —,of harassment of Or. King in; Xj,wvt>r ‘Cover lln’ 

AttoVnev General Edward H.^ order to discredit him and harm; - ■; | 

ja • hL nrcirrpd TO internal movement! MEMPHIS, Tenn., April .29j 

l,ev, has ordered an interna 

.h^ice Department re^ew of 7 )ie Attorney Genera! said heU^y convicted slayer of Dr. 
, 01*6 2.S00 Wes compiled V had ordered that the new, broad-h 

*K.V troelorrsl UnrriJJil nf Ifl VPSt !• I inVPtt i{Ea* inn rimvidp. CDnr.iu*l ^ _ ' 

7^iioil^^'^'th7nny. Dr.'Manin sivo answc7s’to^the''questions!^ by the Justice Depart- 

f tr both 'beforeUtldr«sed by Mr. Pottinger and| ment was merely another 

Luther King lu- ^furnish him with any evidence jeoverup,” 

there might be that 'The nature Robert N. Livingston said 
of the relationship between the that neither he nor his client, 
m a Mciir.j.c.iE fof.jwho is serving a 99-year sen- 

Wf xevi said lhal his oH prosecutions, <1^P'i' So„ "[„ 

for ?in expanded investigation nroceedines or othr m ivasnyuje cxpecieu 

issued last Monday, had been propriate action" by the Justicejj3^"y^||‘»^^^ llayiriFof^the! 

•from lawyers in the depart-'; Mr./evi ordered thejPottm-jj fivincston said. "I don’t 

mentis civil rights division wnogcr i^uiry last lajhj'pf Lhink' the Truth will'ever be 
have spent the last fi^e months - /■ “ i known until the investigation 

studying both the I^ng assas* ^igjyj-gg jjy the Sen^e intel-is pi/f.'into the hands of aj body 
sination and the c B-Ts cam- committee that the:onirietely disassociated! with 

to harass and discredit- - - - r j . . .. 


:m,g^ lu. 

and 'aftcr’’his assassination in 

loes. 

In a .statement released today. 


inspection - 

Intell. - 

Loboratory - 

P!on. & Evol. — 

Spec, inv, __ 

Tfoining _ 

Legal Coun. - 

Telephone Rm. _— 
Director Sec'y- 


licence committee lhal --- 

u r J bugged Dr. King’s hotelthe/Department of Justief ’ 

years before’, „r--/ ~ ' - 1 


hin\ in the six years oeiorej, j-^j^ordings of“/ 

his.death. his sexual activities to his wife. 

The initial finding ’^^tiveyed; mailed him an anony- 

to Mr. Levi by J, blanley Pot-i interpreted 

linger, head of the en'd riRotsiig^ ^ .suggestion that he commit 
division, was that no evtdencc,|^yjj.jjg souglu to replace 
•]iad.,bcen_found to suggest^ith*, him 35 [., 53 ^^ 
er that the V.b.L's nara.s.sii)eju,,fji(jypjj,)(i^{^ 3 black leader 
program contributed to the ci-jQf bureau’s ovvn choosing, 
vil rights leader’s death or lhati Potlinger's report to Mr. 
■the . bureau’s investigation ot'Levi containing the recommen- 
his murder was less than thor-jfjjj^jon for an expanded inquiry 
■oygh, reportedly also -suggested that 

Mr. Pottinger said at a news ^j^g Attorney General appoint 
/inference later that he be-^pj independent commission of 
Sieved it was "possible’ th^t prominent American citizens to- 
•evidence to contradict tnis^fma*; j-gvjgy^f record, 

, ing Tnighi turn up in the 2,50U the lines of the commis- 
‘ fildi,* believed to contain yiof^ sion, under the late Chief Jus- 
man r 4 uu.uw •■•ii.ice c.ari warren, tnai invesii- 

m J ...- ■ ■ / "T lgated the Assassination of 

F.B.I./field offices aroui# the.iPresident Kennedy, 
country. ' No explanation of why Mr. 

Interviews With Agoms Uvi chose to keep the King 
• . investigation mside the .luslicei 

The expanded investigation. Department was immediately 
which will be conducted by forthcoming, however. 

The Justice Department’s new ogvjjj 

office of professional responsi- nathy. who .succeeded Dr. King 
biliiy, will also include inter- 3 ^ head of the Southern Chris* 
views with present and former tjgn Leadership Conference. 

iMrv»yv« »** V*.v Ul VUUrt^ VlittV fic 

Imeni campaign of the assassi* continued to lack faith in the 
nation investigation, a depart* bureau’s investigation of Dr. 
ment spokc. 9 man said. King’s death. 

Mr. Pottinger’s conclusions^ Abernathy said he would 
jwere based only on an satisfied" until Pres- 

nation of the 96-volume centr , Ford assigned the task 

or., producing a final verdict 
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Levi: Continue ^view of King 


By Jerry Oppenheimer 

Washington Sur Staff Writer - 

Atty. Gen. Edward" H. Levi has 
formed a task force within the Jus¬ 
tice Department to continue a review 
of FBI files t6 determine whether the 
bureau properly^ investigated the 
/"assassination of pr. Marlin_l,utber.. 
King,Jr., or had any involvement in 
his death. 

Levi called for the expanded in¬ 
quiry after receiving finds of a five- 
month civil rights division review of 
some 3,500 FBI files on King that 
“tentatively" exonerated the bureau 
of any links to the black civil rights 
leader’s slaying in April 1968. 

’ The review also tentatively found 
the FBI’s probe of the assassination 
to be "honest and thorough." But, it 
showed evidence that the FBI under¬ 
took a "systematic program" of har¬ 
assment against King in order to dis¬ 
credit him and the movement he led. 


IN DISCUSSING lodayfs 
ann( uncement of Levi’s decisim, ' 
Asst Any. Gen. J. Stanley Pottin: :er 
said\ "it is possible" that the t4sk 
force review could reach different 
findings than the inquiry he headed 
"or I wouldn’t have recommended 
that they go forward. This further 
investigation may indeed turn up 
something." 

Informed sources have said that , 
Pottinger recommended to Levi that ■ 
a blue ribbon panel of private and 
public citizens conduct the investiga- • 
tion, but Pottinger declined to dis- 
• cuss the internal memorandum sent ' 
by him to the attorney general. He 
said he supported Levi’s recommen¬ 
dations and declared that "the Jus¬ 
tice Department is honest enough to ;/ 
investigate properly and thorough- 

ly " ) 

’The expanded review, which will 
include the questioning of witnesses,^ 
will be carried out by the Justic e De-' 

' partmenCs Office of ProfessTonaT" 
Kespunsibility, which handle internal - 


investigation, Pottinger indicate d 
Tirai al»ut six lawyers will'Fe assign^ 
ed to the King task force. 

Levi directed that the investigation 
be completed as soon as possible and 
that the results be furnished to him 
and FBI Director Clarence M. Kel¬ 
ley. Pottinger estimated that it would 
take "months" for the task force to 
review some 200,000 files on King 
that are stored at FBI headquarters 
and at FBI field offices around the 
country, 

POTTINGER, in response to a 
question, indicated that there were 
nine FBI officials who designed, ap- 
pMved and directed the harassm^t, 
ci mpaigiVof King but he said Ukt 
tl ey wer; either "all dead or i e- ’ 
ti ed" ani 1 declined to identify thet t. 

••’There may be others in 
the chain we may not have 
identified," he added, “and 
' the task force will try to 
track them." He said there 
may be lower level FBI 
; officials still in the bureau ! 

‘ who were involved in the 
. King harassment cam- ^ 

’ ^ \^ile the five-year stat- 
^ ule of limitations rules out " 

' prosecutions on any wrong- 
doing found by Uie task 
force, the statute has no ef¬ 
fect on any conspiracy to 
cover up the harassment 
campaign. / 

' s, '•> Pottinger said that the 
records reviewed showed 
' that FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover did not see the ac¬ 
tivities of the FBI against 
, King as an "harassment 
campaign. He wanted it to 
be effective.’* But Pottinger 
L declined to discuss details-i 
’ of the harassment activities j 
thaX. vjsro-^ncovered in the 
FBI documents. “ ""-H 
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For the defense. 1. 
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'. Ularence Kelley 


Wlien I really get down in the 
(umps, I revive myself quickly by 
] easoning that “Things could be 
^ /Orse. I could be Clarence Kelley, di- 
j rector of the Federal Bureau of In- 
fvestigation.” 

Kelley’s job as successor to the late 





Claude 

Lewis 


J. Edgar Hoover has to be one of Uie 
toughest in the nation. Every week, it 
seems, a fistful of new relevations 
I come out about past FBI intrusions 
^and abuses of the basic laws of this 
natidn. 






AVhile Kelley didn’t supervise the 
abuses, his job, in large measure, isi 
ofie of restoring national confidence inj 
tjic organization that is closest to a na-| 
uonal police force. His task is often! 
one of defending the bureau against 
.. iHii^nger and suspicion that millions 

Wl». I ^ 1975 . " 


of Americans hold for the organization 
that once was sacrosanct. 

The irony is that he was police chief 
in Kansas City when the bureau’s 
image went into a dramatic decline. 
But today, he walks a tightropa be- 
\ tween what the FBI is today and ihat 
it Wes under the iron-fisted, tyranical 
direction of Hoover. 

It is Kelley’s job of apologizing for 
I what the FBI did to Dr. Martin Luther 
* King Jr. and other Americans haunted 
and harassed by agents under orders 
from Hoover. 

• • • 

“We’re trying to get people to think 
of the job we’re doing today,” Kelley 
said in the studios of WHYY^TV where 

Ka iiief a 

show called “Black Perspective on the 
News." 

Without mentioning his name, Kel- 
^ ley said he disagreed with the former 

1 FBI chief’s assessment of D r. Martin 

- , II I ii T^^ 

Lutheri unp Jr. 

'^”1 was not with the bureau but if 
Dr. King had come to Kansas City 
when I was police chief, I would have 
wel comed him.!! —-—^ 
x''^sked if he would have bugged Dr. 
^ King’s hotel rooms or tapped his tele¬ 
phone, Kelley offered an emphatic 
almost indignant, “nol” 

- ^^—n-— — - -- 

Of necessity, Kelley has turned him¬ 
self into a kind of top-lcvcl public rela¬ 
tions man. He has enough insight and 
intelilgcncc to know that for the next 
five or ten years, the success or fail- 
I urc of the FBI will largely depend on 
.how the bureau is regarded hv the 
• public. 

He claims that some 80 percent of 
the U.S. population supports the FBI, 
^ut at the same time, he seems a raan 
m perpetual pain, in trying to regain 
the lost confidence and respect of lie 
bureau. -—- 


) A.- -c. i MI . 

iJeO.-.A -Aijni... 
Dop.-A T).-Inv.— 
Av«t. 

_ 

CMmjv flyst.. — 

r-M. ’ 

G '1 T-v. . 

Lab -rntory _ 

Lrr;r,l Conn. 

Plr.n. & Kval. 
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' <]etermlnation to rebuild wnfidencf^iuv; 
■the bureau.;'' ^.' >■ •>> ttS.! 


iraon 


fiview; 


press and the public. Hoover, for - 
years, told us nothing except on rare, 
occasions when he found it poetically . 


• Roger Wilkins suggested that dhe'T 
y way the FBI might build a better^el^' 
’liance with', the black commuwilj^f-.. 
would be for Kelley to publicly apQ^^',' 

• ogize to the King family for the mifr^v 

, treatment''of the slain, civil''righ^r, 

, leader by several agents .of the FBK^" 
Kelley stopped lor a . momWt;?^ 
thought about it and replied: “I tbinloW^ 
that family probably doesn’t wjdj^., 
’ anymore publicity,.- but you«; kijpm-^';; 
that’s not a bad idea.’* ;/.-.' ‘ 

If Wilkins\idea had ever reac&a”” . 


V “It will take time,” he said wearily. 

5 [e insists there is no evidence that 
'ould implicate the FBI in the death 
fDr. King. ' ... 

If J. Edgar Hoover was a tjnrant, 

■ Kelley is a gentleman possessing a 
t firmness that does not. necessarily • 
. threaten. He is forthright, reasonable, 
r and not above saying “I don’t have all 
' the information on that case,” if thp^ 
' situation warrants such an answer. 

f,' • , • ’• 

When I asked him what his response 
. would be if he or the bureau were 
r forced into high-level politics, he said 
? that such a situation has not come up 
tsince he became director three years 
t ago, but if that Situation arose, he 
'* would resign rather than be a part of 
} political activity. 

i ^at is most surprisidg about Kel- 
i li y Is that he does make public ap- 
p ^arances and that he h^ opinions 
[ t|^at he is willing to share with the 


expedient to blast some individual or Hoover's ears, he would cttAcr 
organization, ^ laughed aloud or added the suggei^iSf:'^, 

) • i tin to y/ilkins’dossierf'Atleastif^^,^. 

^ ' i " ^ ‘ - ^ ley said he’d, consider it? < • 

While Donald Moore Jr.assistant If there’s one thing a man A 

I director of the FBI, never conceded - ^ tightrope needs, it's balance, Keli^^'? 

■ the bureau was on the reops, he did -' "appears fo undersfonef 

comeback, and thanks largely, to-the Bt 1 

director” ■ x-. • V-' ' 

' On several occasions as we pre-- l.-. _ 

pared for the taping, Kelley kidded-, 

Vviitb.l'Iewsday’s Les Payne, The New.v ’ 

York Times’ Roger Wilkins, Black;'.; 

Perspective's Reginal Bryant and my-' * 
self. The man has a sense of humor .I'l 
and a warmth that is. somewhat xeasa^: * . 

. suring. f''*’' ’■ '■ 

I can’t think of many Americanji^*^ 

; who would not be an improvement on - 
' Hoover. But Kelley’s accessibility and.jj 
' resolve to control and'clean up illicit^ 

( practices by the- FBI 'are com-"^; 

mendable. At times he reaches a little.; > 

, far to defend some past practices by^ » 
his agents, but by and large, .I'm lm4 : 
pressed by his belief In.the law and lii» H 
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1 Black war \ 
feared by ^ 

I FBI in ’68 

■ Washington Star 

WASHINGTON - J. 
Edgar Hoover ordered 
' i the Federal Bureau of 

■ « Af% 4 r 1 ftr 

* invesugaiiwn lu i.^**^?* »-j 
its counterintelligence 

operations against black ^ 
nationalist groups in 1968 . 

' because he feared, a 
. coalition "might be the 
first step toward a real 
a*Mau Mau’ in America, 

I the beginning of a true 
I black revolution.” 

i In new'ly released FBI 
^documents Hoover also 
ordered agents to prevent 
the "rise of a ‘messiah* 

•who could unify and clec-j'^ 
trify the black nationalist 
movement." Among the 
targeted groups Wps Dr. 
Martin but her0/ Kin^ 
nonviolent Southern 
Christian Leadership 
Conference. 

^ Hoover wrote a memo- 
ilrandum urging action to 
ij prevent the rise of a 
^jblack messiah on March 
A, 1968, just a month 
before King was assassi¬ 
nated in Memphis. 

In releasing 59 pages of 
documents on so-called 

r'nimtolnm rtnPMtionS 

against "black nationalist 
hate groups,” the FBI 

( made a number of dele¬ 
tions, including the 
names of individuals 
Hoover thought might 
• aspire to become a black 
messiah. 

At one point he wrote, 
'•(Deleted) could be a 
veiy real conlcndeC for 
.^this position should he 
1 abandon h i s supposed 1 
(obedience to ‘while, libcr- 
lal dccUincs (nonviolence) i 
' and cinbrnc 9 _black na- 


'<s 


t- 


the necessary charisma^ 

*Ao bo a red threat in\ 

Ihis way.” 

V Hoover called oi>^ 
agents to prevent "so- 
called black nationalists 
groups from gaining re¬ 
spectability.” He ordered 
I the FBI to discredit these 
groups and their leaders 
among both blacks and 
white liberals. 

I The FBrs Ck)intelpro . 
operations against these 
groups were begun in Au¬ 
gust 1967. Hoover ordered 
the program halted In 
April 1971, except in "ex¬ 
ceptional instances where 
it is considered counterin¬ 
telligence is warranted.” 

(I A recently completed 
1 Justice Department inves- 
(tigation reportedly found 
.\no links between Dr. 

King’s assassination andr-- ► 
Vthe FBI and concluded’ 
that the bureau handled^ w 

the probe of Dr. a; 

death "thoroughly ana ^ 

efficiently.” 

However, justice offi- 
dais may recommend 

)« __1- 4a AllftYTlW 

inis w 

General Edward H. t«vi 
that a blue ribbon panel 
take another look at the 
^I’s activities. 

In a related action 
Monday, Levi announced 
the formation of a unit to 
assist him in discharging 
the responsibilities placed 
upon the Justice Depart- 
I ment by new FBI guioc' 

* lines. The guidelines, 
which cover domestic sc- 
A c u r i t y investigations, 

1 were written in part to \ 
ensure that activities \ 
such as CoinlclprQ can 1 
never again be resumed 
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